recognized as the same book. It has now twentysix authors instead of fourteen, and almost three hundred more pages. It has had various chapters on surgery grafted on, for the original book contained little. These are of varying quality. The chapter on operations for lymphoedema, written by an orthopTdist, is good but too short, although space is found for a separate chapter on ingrowing toenail by a 'podiatrist'. There is little or nothing to be found on renal artery stenosis. Angiography now has a chapter to itself but is very limited and omits phlebography and lymphography.
The original broader outlook of the book has in many places been lost, and it has become almost parochial. The chapter on varices, for example, contains no references to any work outside North America.
A History of Thoracic Surgery by Richard H Meade BS MD pp xx+933 illustrated $27.50 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1961 Thoracic surgery is a young specialty to have become the subject of historical study, but as history and new discoveries are made almost day by day it is valuable to see how it all happened.
Dr Richard Meade has provided a masterly appreciation of a subject in which he has taken an active part over many years and has delved into the distant past as well as recent times. A number of the pioneers of chest surgery are still alive and they can readily recall the steps and struggles in which they engaged to make this branch of surgery a practical proposition.
The skill of the author is apparent in the way in which he illustrates the stages in evolution, giving individual priorities their due, but placing each advance in relation to the background of medical progress.
It is a large and not inexpensive book, with numerous photographs and biographies of past and present exponents of this branch, but it is a 'must' for anyone interested in diseases of the chest and makes fascinating reading for any medi- The first volume of Pye led the student along the established pathways of general surgery; the second plunges him into the thickets of the specialties. Mr Kyle, the new editor, and his contributors have mapped a clear way across this difficult terrain. For the cognoscenti and those who have access to them the book is probably unnecessary reading. It should, however, prove a godsend to the lone houseman or general practitioner thrown on his own resources in an unfamiliar predicament.
Sir Reginald Watson-Jones sets a brisk pace in a masterly resume of fractures. The two editors, past and present, then take up the running and deal with the commoner minor operations and the treatment of abscesses. The itinerary includes the eye and ENT departments, radiology, pathology, and a brief visit to the dentist to find out how to cope with toothache. A catholic interpretation of 'specialty' allows descriptions of hand infections and injuries, varicose veins and vaccination. The book finally romps home with a fascinating chapter on snake-bites and a very necessary one on certification. Terseness of expression and practicability of advice are the hallmarks of each section.
Pye has so far defied time 'which antiquates antiquities', and untold doctors are grateful to its editors and writers for what they have taught. London: Edward Arnold 1962 This important new book is written by three authors and is clearly based on their own extensive experience of vascular diseases. The authors have been individually responsible for subjects which they have particularly studied, and this has lent an authoritative stamp to the whole work and has yet avoided imbalance or uneven presentation. As the preface states, the book is concerned with the surgery of the circulation beyond the heart itself, and disorders of the arterial, venous and lymphatic systems are described and discussed in a scientific and practical manner. Methods of investigation are particularly well outlined in relationship to the appropriate circulatory disorder and Dr David Sutton has written a very complete chapter on angiography. There are no weak links in this book, but some chapters excel in their content and presentation. This applies particularly to the sections on the cryopathies, arteriovenous fistulh and the lymphatic system.
The chapter on sympathectomy is a little disappointing, for the subject is discussed with scrupulous fairness to the large series of collected and varying results quoted, and in consequence loses some of the authority so noticeable in the rest of the work. The book is written throughout in a clear, precise style and the frequent use of thumbnail sketches of actual clinical problems is a pleasant device for illuminating and emphasizing a point. This book will become a standard work and should be read by every general surgeon. Physicians should not be discouraged by the title, for they too will find much of interest in this comprehensive survey of vascular disease.
Human Blood Coagulation and its Disorders by Rosemary Biggs Bsc(Lond) PhD(Toronto) MD(Lond) and R G Macfarlane MA(Oxon) MD(Lond) FRS 3rded ppxxiv+474 illustrated 52s6d Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1962 This third edition includes all important recent advances and brings the information up to date in every detail. The superb quality of the work is to be expected from these two authors.
The book is a necessity for any hmematologist and should be available to all those who from time to time have patients with defects of the blood coagulation system. The fundamental nature of the material presented in this book should also appeal to a wide variety of biologists.
Pathology of the Upper Respiratory Tract by R E Rewell MD MRCP pp viii +283 illustrated 40s Edinburgh & London: E & SLivingstone 1963
The pathology of most sections of the body which have their own specialist surgeon has received attention in new textbooks in the last few years, but Dr Rewell's book fills a hiatus. Although many lesions were adequately described long ago, emphasis has changed and so has the incidence and relative importance of many conditions. Dr Rewell had two classes of reader in mind, the postgraduate student in otorhinolaryngology and the pathologist with limited experience in this special field. Both should be happy that he has in small compass provided a valuable text and well-chosen bibliography. There is no unjustified dogmatism. Criticism of detail is possible: for example, the statement that patients with sarcoidosis 'have a positive Mantoux reaction no more often than would be expected from people of their age group', whereas in fact they are Mantoux positive much less frequently than this. Similarly, although space is given to that extreme rarity, the malignant chemodectoma, there is a generalization that in chemodectomas 'mitoses are not seen'. This is a pathology treatise, but if the sentence about chemodectomas: 'In any case the tumour responds to local removal and radiotherapy' is included, it might be qualified by a remark that removal can be hazardous. The 'reticular' (reticulum) cells in Hodgkin's disease seem to come in as an afterthought after myeloid cells, plasma cells and eosinophils, and Fig 71B shows very dubious examples of mirror-image giant cells. However, most of the illustrations are well chosen, if of rather flat quality, and production is up to Livingstone's high standard.
The assertion in the preface that 'it is the clinicians nowadays who report original observations on so much of the pathology of this region of the body, though many quote the opinion of a pathologist, even without naming him' endears the author to the reviewer, a pathologist. He commends this monograph to both groups of reader for whom it was written.
Radiodermatitis by Ervin Epstein MD American Lecture Series No. 487 pp xvii + 178 illustrated $7.75 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1962 This monograph, one of the American Lecture Series, has been written by Dr Ervin Epstein, a dermatologist who has enlisted the aid of six other contributors, including a lawyer. The book is divided into two sections. The first section has chapters on the history of radiodermatitis, wtiology, clinical picture, histopathology, diagnosis, prognosis and treatment. The second section deals with more specialized problems such as the effects of small doses of radiation and the possible sources of exposure to ionizing radiation, ending up with a chapter concerned with the medicolegal aspects of radiodermatitis.
This book contains a great deal of interesting and useful information and should appeal to dermatologists and radiotherapists. It rightly stresses that the uses of radiation and the problem of radiodermatitis must be kept in perspective. X-rays should only be given by those fully conversant with their effects and when the benefit to the patient outweighs the risks of exposure. No one would disagree with these views.
Bigger's Handbook of Bacteriology by F S Stewart MD(Dublin) FRCPI 8thed ppviii+640 illustrated 45s London: Bailiere, Tindall & Cox 1962 This is a textbook of bacteriology along traditional systematic lines. Its success is registered by the appearance of this eighth edition. New chapters have been added on viruses and there is a brief account of some pathogenic fungi. The structure of the book remains, however, essentially that of previous editions: a very full account of the pathogenic bacteria with treatment of such problems as the spread of infection and chemotherapy as the need arises. The student will consequently not find conveniently set out here the answers to questions on the management of institutional outbreaks of infection or immunization.
In keeping with the systematic approach, the space afforded organisms is related more to their
